A Stream in Your Garden

In this article we would like to share some ideas on adding a stream to your water garden. If you already have a garden pond, a properly laid out stream can effectively take over the function of a filter or filtration system. Instead of running your water through a filter, you simply pump water from the pond up to the top of stream and back into the pond. The pond water is circulated continuously through the stream bed, depositing products of organic decomposition. These deposits are then broken down by beneficial bacteria, which can be found living in the stream. Once broken down, they are transformed into nutrients that become directly available to your plants. The stream will act as a biological filter, which will keep the water clear and help maintain the biological balance in the pond. Simultaneous to this pond maintenance, the stream will be oxygenating the water and refreshing your fish. A higher oxygen concentration also means a lower concentration of carbon dioxide which all algae need to thrive. With oxygen, and not carbon dioxide present in the pond, algae will not survive. For these many reasons we highly recommend that all ponds, especially those that contain fish, be connected to a stream.

