                                           Building a New Pond?

Time spent in planning is seldom wasted, and many problems can be overcome by giving careful thought to the site.

( Avoid hollows or natural depressions – these are prone to flooding and leaves will collect there. Don’t choose an area where rainwater run-off will have an entrance to the pond. The presence of lawn fertilizers will make algae control an impossible task and weed killers are toxic to all of the inhabitants of the pond.

( Keep the pond as far away from trees and overhanging branches as possible. Trees, in addition to casting shade, annually shed large quantities of leaves, pollen, petals, twigs, berries, and fruit; all of which will eventually pollute the water.

( Avoid persistent shade – water plants need sunlight to grow at their best, and fish will color up better in natural light. Six or more hours of direct sunlight in summer will give the best plant growth. However, Koi in unplanted pools need somewhere to shelter from direct sunlight, and in this situation blanket weed will be more of a problem – so consider some shade in this case.

( Avoid exposed sites – some shelter from cold winds will allow the pond to warm up more rapidly in sunshine and protection from the worst cold in the winter. A mesh windbreak, hedge or lattice fence reduces wind force more effectively than a solid wall, which can create turbulence.

( Consider safety – water can be dangerous, especially to young children. Your pond need not be more than 2 – 2 ½ feet deep, or less if no fish.

( Remember visibility – you want to be able to view your pond as much as possible so if practical, site it where it can be viewed from the house, deck, or patio.

