The Landscape Design Process

The Concept: 

You've decided you'd like a patio, some new plants and perhaps a water garden for your backyard. You've also tried to figure the project out yourself and have come to the conclusion that you might benefit from some professional design assistance. You call the Landmasters Group, where one of the qualified design team members sets up an appointment with you. We go to your home, survey, photograph, and measure the site to determine what ultimate goal you desire. The process begins!

The Design: 

Back at the office, we use our cutting edge computers and technology to carefully place your house, existing driveways, walks, large trees, fences, and various other things. Next, we perform a general site analysis and break areas of importance into segments and decide where they may fit in. For example, "the patio should be placed here, there needs to be privacy off this side to block the view from the street; a drainage problem in this area needs to be addressed; the water garden should ideally be placed here."

At this stage, a couple of the designers collaborate to brainstorm ideas and discuss the many possibilities at hand (because of our vast experience, many ideas tend to come out). Based on your feedback to our suggestions, things start to come together: patio size and shape, size and placement of your water garden, plantings fit together with your color preferences. Decisions based on amount of sunlight, wind exposure, deer browsing concerns, etc. are made about shrubs, trees, perennials, annuals, and bulbs. This creativity takes time as choosing the right plant means searching through many plants and finding just the right one to suit your desire. Every design is unique and very special.

The Imaging: 

In conjunction with the 2-dimensional computer layout and design, we often use the digital pictures and our 3-dimensional picture imaging to aid the design process. This will allow you to actually see what the finished product should look like. Actual photos of your property with before and after color images, before your work is even started. This is as close as you can come to the real thing, it's a great tool! We even print out color photos of the recommended plants. Shop around, you will not find a more professional landscaping business!

The Project Cost: 

OK, so what do all of these amazing services cost? The estimating process includes determining the amount and cost of each section of your design. For example, how many bricks and how much stone dust, soil, seed, mulch, etc? How much will plants cost and where will we get them? How long will it take to truck it to the site? How many man-hours will it take to dig, level, rake, excavate, plant, and clean up? All of these questions and more are included in the free estimate!

The Presentation: 

Now we sit down with you and explain what we've come up with. We break down every aspect of the project and encourage suggestions from you. Changes assure us that you're getting what you want and more importantly, what you're paying for. If additional changes are needed, we go back to the computer and make them with prices adjusting accordingly. A final presentation will determine a go ahead on the project and a slot on the calendar for the ground breaking, or you may decide to put it on hold for the time being.

The Design Cost: 

At Landmasters Group, we charge a minimum site visit, (usually $35) for the first trip. If it’s determined that a design is needed, an estimate of the design cost is given, ranging from $50-$100 for a simple foundation plan to several hundred dollars for a detailed master plan. If no work is ever done by Landmasters Group, you own the scale drawings and prints. If we do the work at a later date, the cost of the design is pro-rated back into the cost of the project and deducted.

Why Spend Money for the Design? 

A well thought out design will generally save you more money than it costs. A consideration for proper sizing of living spaces eliminates coming back at a later date and adding on to a patio or deck. Planning for a future pool or structure will keep you from planting needlessly in those areas. A good design is a sound investment in the future of your home. Landmasters Group has over 25 years of landscape design and building experience. Our knowledgeable team of designers is waiting to help you create beautiful living areas.
