Springtime Pond Maintenance

1: The pond water should be partially changed (we recommend a 20-25% water exchange) and the decaying sludge, which has accumulated during the winter, should be removed. It's important that this be done before the weather warms significantly to minimize algae bloom and the release of harmful ammonia.

2: Adding a bacteria, such as MICROBE-LIFT PL, is essential for helping to control anaerobic sludge that causes algae bloom. A bacteria will also allow for completion of the ammonia cycle.

3: Install filters and pumps, removing any debris from the intake. Wash or replace filter media. Clean the U.V. Clarifier sleeve, replace the bulb (if needed) and turn on the clarifier.

4: The fish will begin looking for food once the temperature is above 45 degrees. Feed sparingly at first until it is obvious that they are hungry. Then they can be given as much food as they're prepared to eat; they're resistance to disease following winter's dormancy will be at its lowest ebb. It's important that the food offered in early spring is of high carbohydrate, low protein formula to aid in digestion. Check the fish closely for signs of disease, bacterial, and/or fungal infections.

5: After completing water exchange add STRESS COAT to the water to help aid the fish against parasites and disease. It will also help remove the chlorine from the water. Another product that we recommend for the fish is POND SALT. Salt is another preventative treatment to ward against bacterial and fungal infections. If you have done a significant water change and had added salt before, then more should be added. The salt doesn't dissipate in the water but more needs to be added after a water change.

6: Add ACCU-CLEAR, a flocculate to help remove the single celled algae and suspended particles in the pond water that have been stirred up when you put in the filter and pump or pulled up your plants. The particles will drop to the bottom of the pond and the enzymatic bacteria (MICROBE-LIFT) will consume them. It's OK to add both the flocculate and the bacteria at the same time.

7: STRESS-ZYME is next used to consume nitrites that result from fish waste and anaerobic sludge. This helps to jump start your filtering system. Nitrifying bacteria will occur naturally in your pond but it doesn't start to multiply until your water temperatures rise above 50 degrees.

8: Raise your water lilies to within 6" of the pond surface to hasten their development of new growth. This is also a good time to fertilize them to ensure larger and more frequent blooms. Raise your marginal plants to the plant shelf and fertilize them as well. Divide and repot your plants if needed. Usually you need to divide your lilies and other plants after two or three years.

9: Once you have done all of the above, test your water for pH, nitrites, and ammonia. All samples should be drawn from 18" below the surface of the pond and testing should be done in the morning.

10: As soon as temperatures start to moderate, you should add oxygenating plants such as anacharis and foxtail. These plants are important in reducing "green" pond because they compete with the algae for the nutrients that cause the algae to bloom. When the water temperature is consistently 70 degrees or warmer you can add your tropical plants.

Summary of Recommended Products: 

MICROBE-LIFT, STRESS COAT, POND SALT, ACCU-CLEAR, SIMPLY CLEAR, STRESS-ZYME, SPRING AND AUTUMN FISH FOOD, PLANT FERTILIZER, AND TEST KITS

